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Abstract
Quesnay's Tableau Economique is traditionally seen as a forerunner to Leontief's input-output analysis. In fact, Leontief presented his first empirical table of the US economy as a modern-day Tableau Economique. Yet the Tableau is firmly rooted in the classical tradition with its characteristic level of abstraction, hierarchical relationschips, etc. Loentief, on the other hand, presents us a fixed-coefficients world, where each sector is, in principle, as important as any other one. Research on modern "big" themes, however, may force the input-output modeller to return to a more classical line of investigation. We illustrate this emerging tendency using examples from modern research into the consequences of large-scale flooding in the Netherlands. 

